Horseback archery is a partnership of

trust and cooperation between horse
and archer - this is a remarkable
thing, allowing our sport to transcend
the sterile situation of purely shooting
on the move.

This issue has the horse as its focus
and infroduction of the IHAA's new
Code of Equine Welfare as its
objective. On the whole, horse welfare
is good within horseback archery, but
we want to encourage best practice
everywhere and safeguard all horses
from potential lapses.
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season with the new Raid 234 ‘
track and new rules T90 and T110 tracks having their high scores {
increase week after week across the different age groups. With
his new T90 WR, Siem Budding's score is less than 3% off Mihai
Cozmei’s old-rules T90 score that has stood since 2021.

The R234 course is proving very popular and has been run in
many of the R&R competitions so far this season. Looking at the
World Record scoresheets gives us an interesting insight into
the tactics and impressive skills of the top riders. Natalia Koprowska had a steadier run (average track time
10.6s) with great accuracy; registering 4s and 5s for 80% of her targets in setting a new Senior WR. In
contrast Eelis Lummaa found speed and consistency to be his strength - he didn’t miss a single shot, even
on the 4-shot runs, despite flying down the track (average track time 8.35s) for a new Jnr and Overall WR.

A WENING ARROSYAD DNDONESA)

Grading

IHAA Grading has previously been very well supported in Europe, North America,
South Africa and Australia; and now we are pleased to report increasing take up of
the system in our Asian member countries.

Congratulations to Arsa Wening Arrosyad from Indonesia, who has recently been
awarded his HA7 grade and is just 1score away from his HA8.

This week sees the publication of the IHAA's Code of
Fou r-legged pa rtners Equine Welfare. Thanks to the members of the welfare

working group for their time in writing this document.

As previously mentioned on the front page, this issue of the newsletter is all about our equine partners...
However, did you know that we welcome the participation of all equid species and hybrids?

During the last 2 months we know of two mules that have competed in IHAA Record and Ranking
competitions in USA and Europe. One of these is featured later
on in this newsletter (see p17)...
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With a phylogenetic jump to the left, we want to give a shout
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out to a four-legged athlete from a completely different genus.
Since moving to Lapland, Eva Nurminen had the dream of
combining the local sport of reindeer racing with archery! In
April she pulled it off... Wow, this is multitasking on a whole new
level - being pulled along on skis, as well as managing your
reindeer and the challenge of archery. What fun!!!

©® Suvi Mdnnikké



European Grand Prix Series 2024 - Group B

The Aleramo Ride Cup in the Piedmont region in NW Iltaly was an exciting start to the eGP series for the group B
countries. This was the first time ltaly has hosted an official IHAA event and the planning and organisation, as well as
the hospitality, were superb. The standard of competition was very high and Chloé Simons (France) set new World
Records on both the R234 and T90 tracks. Day 3 of competition was eagerly anticipated for the Hunt track. It had an

inviting route, with 1.2km of track
snaking across an open slope, and 19
targets. It included challenges such
as a stop & shoot section at a 3D
deer, a walk section in the woods
under the gaze of a large standing
bear 3D target, and a jump.
Unfortunately heavy rain required
course adjustments but it was still a
highlight of the competition.

— e e

STAGE 1
- ITALY

[Top] Maél Alcan (ESP) & Staloon

[L] Giorgio Antonelli (ITA) & Noé

[Middle] Alessandro de Santis (ITA) & Flynn
[R] Manuele Gualdana (ITA) & Caligola

Thanks to hosts Marere ASD,
organisers Gigi Borgis, Aurelia Del
Guerra, Francesca Giambra &
Annamaria Rosso and judges (led by
head judge Raffaele Fagioli) for a
very enjoyable event.
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STAGE 2 -

GERMANY

Christoph
& Hannah

The Battle of little Mohorn event
was a testament to the power of
camaraderie and friendship, with
old friends reuniting and new
bonds forming. As the sun set,
participants gathered around a
lively campfire. The evenings were
filled with live music, dancing and
singing.

On the final day, competitors
faced the demanding 640m Hunt
Track, with 15 targets; this was
ridden twice. The track demanded
a good connection between rider
and horse as it included a walk /
trot slalom, left and right curves,
and a downhill left curve for the
long-distance shot of 60 meters.

[L] Alessandro De Santis (ITA) & Jasmin
[ L] Anne Dohrmann (GER) & Buddy
s <=. [ R] Becca Sweetman (GB) & Jasmin

Many thanks to hosts & organisers Andrea Seidel & Katja Doering,
organisers Jens Schubert & Hannah Erndl, judges Gabi Osiecka,
Lilianne d'Allens & Norma Lindemann, and helper Christoph Nemethy.

Of course, teams from the five Group A countries also competed in
Germany. We will share photos and results for them on conclusion of
their eGP series in Switzerland in October.




Place Country 1-T% 1-R% 1-HT% 2-T% 2-R% 2-HT% Total %
1 France 100 100 100 100 100 100 600

2 Italy 52.21 71.19 69.39 TATT 66.12 41.49 37217
3 | United Kingdom 41.29 72.51 25.02 396 48.84 50.34 277.60
4 Netherlands 23.22 67.13 49.60 39.52 36.30 22.89 238.66
5 Spain 46.48 71.97 44 .85 0 0 0 163.30
6 Germany 0 0 0 46.25 54.37 34.21 134.83
Above:

Overall results of eGP
2024 for Group B
nations

Right: The podium for
final eGP placings at
the conculsion of stage
2 in Germany

Below: Breakdown of
team scores from
Stages 1 & 2, with top
team scores highlighted
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e Place Country Tower 90 Tower % Raid 234 Raid % Hunt track HT % Total %
L 1 France 401.41 100 291.55 100 205.108 100 300
0 2 Italy 209,565 52.21 207.54 71.19 142.326 69.39 192.79
< 3 Spain 186.59 46.48 209.84 71.97 91.999 44 .85 163.3
o 4 Netherlands 93.215 23.22 195.71 67.13 101.726 496 139.95
‘D 5 United Kingdom 165.725 41.29 211.41 72.51 51.312 25.02 138.82
(o | Place Country Tower 90 Tower % Raid 234 Raid % Hunt track HT % Total %
(11| 1 France 333.86 100 313.81 100 348.599 100 300
0 2 Italy 239.61 71.77 207 .48 66.12 144.62 41.49 179.37
< 3 United Kingdowm 132.225 39.60 153.26 48.84 175.493 50.34 138.79
| 4 Germany 154.405 46.25 170.61 54.37 119.24 34.21 134.82
n 5 Netherlands 131.94 39.52 113.91 36.30 79.801 22.89 98.71
TEAM LISTS

France: Aliette Josse de Peretti, Chloé Simons, Raphael Malet, Gaétan Blot, Martin Opoix, Raphael Boudin
Italy: Alessandro De Santis, Giorgio Antonelli, Silvia Fagioli, Giacomo Grego, Marcello Camisi
Great Britain: Emily Massey, Kristina Schapiro, Richard Addison, Cora Moore, Oli Secker, Rebecca Sweetman

The Netherlands: Diana de Haan, Kimo den Braber, Marleen van der Schalie, Christine Crew, Louise Kalisvaart,
Stephan Takken

Spain: Giulia Picca Riera, Maél Alcan, Pep Vivet Qaj
Germany: Anne Dohrmann, Christian Ahner, Rainer Virus g\g'uﬂ-f o s




CODE OF EQUINE WELFARE

The IHAA has just published its Code of Equine Welfare. The Code aims Contents

to protect the physical and psychological welfare of horses in 1. Goneral Walfare
competition and must be adhered to at all IHAA sanctioned 2. Transport

competitions (ie. Record & Ranking, and IHAA Accredited). The Code is 3. Archery equipment

a supplement to the IHAA Rulebook, and the regulations regarding horse ANTack

welfare at competition carry the same force as the rules. 5. Fitness to compete

The Code also contains some general expectations regarding care and 6. Horse care & Veterinary

transport of horses. provision

7. Welfare responsibilities

The essence of the Code is that the welfare is paramount, and must of an event organiser

never be subordinated to competitive or commercial influences.
The Code can be viewed via this link and we aim to familiarise you with its contents below.

Good horse management involves the 3 Fs - freedom, friends and forage. At home and at
competitions it is important that we provide appropriate stabling and turnout, appreciate that equids are
herd animals and benefit from companionship or other horses nearby, and that good quality hay/forage
and water is always available. Attention must be paid to ensuring access to these during the competition
day - allowing the horse physical rest and mental downtime, and access to grazing/forage and water -
not standing at the track for extended periods between rides.

Training of horses must match their physical capabilities and both physical & mental maturity. Training
must be without the use of fear and force; best practice involves the LIMA principles - Least invasive,
minimally aversive. Horses must be properly desensitised to mounted archery and associated equipment.

Farriery and footcare must be of a high standard and appropriate for the terrain and weather.
Horses must be healthy to compete; a suitable weight and condition, sound, fit, and not carrying injuries.
Appropriate veterinary care must be provided when required.

Tack must be designed and fitted properly to avoid the risk of pain or injury (saddles, bridles, bits, curb
chains etc).

Horses must have free head carriage, with no tension applied to the head or mouth (in any plane) via
the reins or any other device, when the reins are released and the horse is being ridden at a normal pace.

We also have a responsibility to provide a safe environment for our horses. This starts with the means of
transportation to get the horses to the competition (both in terms of the upkeep of the lorry or trailer,
cleanliness and ventilation and the provision of regular rest periods with access to food and water).

It continues during the competition, from the provision of suitable stabling or paddocks, to having
appropriate and safe ground surfaces in all locations where horses will walk, train or compete.

In the event of extreme weather conditions provisions may need to be made to assist the cooling or
drying of equine competitors.



RULES UPDATE

New rules to support the implementation of the IHAA Code of Equine Welfare

e Organisers must send a copy of the IHAA Code of Equine Welfare, in English and (from st September) in the
local language, to all competitors, officials, ground crew, and horse providers in advance of the competition. A
printed copy (in English and the local language) must be available at the competition for people to refer to.

* Before they can compete, competitors must sign to confirm their acceptance of the Welfare Code, and their
understanding that penalties will be applied for welfare infractions.

e Judges can now uphold the Welfare Code, and encourage good conduct by competitors, with informal
recommendations followed by use of a yellow card (formal warning) or red card (competitor disqualification). As
has always been the case, a head judge or owner can require a horse fo be retired from competition.

» Judges can face disciplinary action if they fail to apply rules that protect horse welfare.

Tack rules (from the rulebook and/or Welfare Code) linked to horse welfare

e As an addition fo the existing “free head carriage” rule, and the existing restrictions on “any device or
arrangement that applies pressure to the horse's mouth, nose, or head once the reins have been released”; the
standing martingale / tie-down and the training fork are added to the prohibited list.

* Running martingales are allowed, as long as they are correctly fitted, allowing unrestricted head movement
when the reins have been released.

e Stirrups may not be tied together with a strap going under the horse’s belly, or to the girth, or otherwise
anchored in a manner that restricts the free swing of the stirrups forwards and backwards.

Workload & horse use rules (from the rulebook and/or Welfare Code) linked to horse welfare

* A horse may have no more than 2 riders in a competition.

¢ The daily workload for a horse is limited to 3 starts per day for 1- or 2-day competitions, and 2 starts per day for
competitions of 3+ days. (A “start” is the warm-up and competition runs for one style at any pace, for one rider).

e An extra rider or extra start may only be permitted by the Head judge in exceptional and unplanned
circumstances which occur after the competition has started. There must be full consideration of the horse’s
fitness, the competition’s duration and ground/weather conditions when making this allowance.

¢ Horses under the age of 4 are not permitted to compete.

e Horses that are 4 or 5 years of age are limited to 2 starts per day (no exceptions).

e There is a greater onus on organisers to critically assess horse provision according to rider weight; guidelines are
that the weight of rider + tack should generally not exceed 20% of the horse's weight (however exceptions,
above or below the standard 20%, may derive from the horse’s age, conformation, muscling, and overall fitness).
Rider height and riding ability will influence horse allocation too.

* Mares must not compete after their fourth month of pregnancy or with foal at foot (ie. until the foal has been
completely separated from the mare).

Rider conduct rules (from the rulebook and/or Welfare Code) linked to horse welfare

e As always, unnecessarily rough or cruel handling of the horses is forbidden. Now using excessive force on the
reins, when softer aids would be adequate and effective, will result in warnings from the judge.

¢ The FEI blood rule is still in our rules: “Evidence of bleeding on a horse's flank(s), in its mouth or nose, or marks
indicating excessive use of spurs or whipping will result in immediate elimination of the rider from the whole
competition.”

* Abuse of a horse using natural riding aids or artificial aids (e.g. whips, spurs ete.) will not be tolerated.

e Competitors are reminded that use of archery equipment as an aid (eg. use of an arrow as a whip) is
discouraged, and the judge will intervene if force is excessive or the use is considered inappropriate.



JUDGING UPDATE

& ONLINE LEARNING

The Judging Qualification program continues to be very well
supported. Since the last newsletter 3 months ago another 56
judges have enrolled on the Level 1 course!

It has been busy behind the scenes too. We have a team
working to produce a new course linked to the Code of Equine
Welfare that has just been published. As well as being
mandatory for all IHAA judges we will be releasing this as a
public access course to promote horse welfare more widely.
All judges should please keep their logbooks up to date and
we will be in touch about refresher exams soon.

With the competition season now in full swing many IHAA

judges have been busy.

Head judge Raffaele Fagioli
judging a line cutter on the Raid
track at the eGP stage in Italy
© Fabio Grego

Head judge Gabi Osiecka,
officiating at the eGP stage
in Germany

© Frederik Durand
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¢ Rulebook PDF - is free to download, on the MHAA

IHAA website & via this link ’_L/{"W
e Quick and easy to check on the PDF viewer
THAA Rulebook

e There is a link to buy a paper copy of the
rulebook on the Rules page of our website

L4 JUDGES

Anders Wredendal (Sweden) *
Elizabeth Tinnan (USA) *
Gabi Osiecka (Poland) *

Alan le Gall (France)

L2 (FULL) JUDGES
Appointed since 24th March

Alison Acosta (Mexico)
Roger Ittig (Switzerland)
Maja Kario-Domagata (Poland)
Monika Mehes Pintye (Hungary)
Cameron Momtaz (USA)

L2 (ST) JUDGES
Appointed since 24th March

Jimmie Bergkvist (Sweden)
Janeine Charpiat (USA)
Leah Earle (USA)

Erin Erickson (USA)
Margarita Fetisova (Russia)
Elena Kalashnikova (Russia)
EkaTtepuHa Hesmepxuukas
(Russia)

* L4 judges on the Judging panel
List correct as of 29th June '24




REGIONAL UPDATE

- THE AMERICAS

Canada Write-up: Uwe Schneider é

This spring, we complemented our national certification program for horse

archery with the recent addition of the certification for Horse Archery

Competition Coach. We now have a three-step training and certification program covering the safety
aspects (Safety Officer certification), the teaching of the recreational horse archer from beginner to
advanced level (Horse Archery Instructor certification), and the coaching of the competitive athlete (Horse
Archery Competition Coach certification). A more detailed description is on our website.

Our annual Canadian Mounted Archery Tournament Series (C-MATS) is already in full swing The C-MATS is a
five-month long (May to September) national postal competition series, with the goal to annually crown the
Canadian horse archery champions of multiple disciplines and age groups, and an overall Great Canadian
Horse Archery Champion. The competitions encompass disciplines and tracks from all international
organizations. It is open to all Canadian horse archers.

Most of our clubs also hold regular IHAA Grading Events, with a strong field in the Walk/Trot classes, and a
growing participation in the Student and Horse Archer levels, indicative of a strong and growing grass-roots
development in the sport of horse archery in our country.

. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________}
Mexico Write-up: Alison Acosta

Spring has been very busy for the Asociacion Nacional de Arqueria Ecuestre.

Horseback archery was once again present in the International Horse Fair, held in Texcoco every year during
the last week of April. With thousands of visitors, the International Horse Fair makes for a wonderful platform
to present HBA to equestrian enthusiasts. In June, we had another amazing opportunity to promote the sport
in Mexico with the first ever inclusion of Horseback Archery in the Equestrian Sports Festival put on by the
National Commission for Sports and Physical Culture (CONADE, by its acronym in Spanish), the agency
responsible for supervising sports in the country.

Photos: [L] Jesus Najera competing
[R] all riders who participated in the
demonstration competition.

We are also happy to report the
certification of our first Level 2 (Full)
Judge, which now opens the door to
holding national events and, in
conjunction with the recognition
from the CONADE, will support the
recognition and promotion of HBA

in Mexico. Finally, a shout-out to all our current riders who continue to work hard developing their skills and

© CONADE

abilities as archers and equestrians, and to move forward in their grades. With a few riders now set to
attempt their Students' levels, we will be cheering them on and hope to share the news soon!



REGIONAL UPDATE
- EUROPE

In France in May the French Championships were
held at Lamotte-Beuvron during Le Grand Tournoi
FFE - the French Championships for Horseball,
Mounted Games and Horseback Archery.

67 competitors took part within 5 categories:

Club 3, Club 2,
Poney 2, Club 1 and
Club Elite.

With prizes also for
Teams in Club 2 &1
and Pairs in Club 1.

Raphael Malet &
Ritano won the Club
Elite HBAE event
which included T90,

© FFE-PSV

Aliette Josse de Perretti

It was all go in The Netherlands on Sunday
23rd June.

First thing, Siem Budding and quarterhorse
James gave a demonstration at the prestigious
CHIO Rotterdam event (FEI 5* showjumping
and dressage).

They then joined 16 other competitors at the De
Fleming Cup. This is the first international
competition in the Netherlands for some years
and everyone enjoyed the R233 track.

© Arjan Budding

R234 and Hunt track.

© Suvi Mannikks

Finland ;
In early June S

SRJL's annual

Junior Cup was contested.

Riders participated in Raid 234 and Tower 90

and scores were calculated without time points.

Congratulations to all competitors. Podium

places went to: (1) Einari Pankaala & Skeptras
(2) Eevi Saarelainen & Heizenas
(3) Eelis Lummaa & Masonas

Jasmin & Eevi

In late June there was more junior success
(amongst competitors of all ages) at the Magic
of Lapland competition with 11 year old Ellen
Nurminen winning the whole R234 event!

On 31 May - 2nd June in Poland Stajnia Grom's
3* HBAE Competition was held. 16 competitors of
all ages, from Poland and the Netherlands, took
part and notably Siem Budding set his new T90
World Record on Ballentine.

The Hunt track (1150m long with 23 targets) was
won by Wojtek Osiecki. It also counted as Part 1
of the Aslan's Hunt Track Cup 2024.

The placings for the senior competition were:
(1) Siem Budding (Ned) with Ballentine

(2) Natalia Koprowska (Pol) with Jatka

(3) Wojtek Osiecki (Pol) with Mr. Jumer Bar

® Virpi Lummaa




REGIONAL UPDATE

- AFRICA

Regular competitions have continued in South Africa over the last quarter with the
scheduled Gauteng Mounted Archery Association (GMAA) qualifiers and SANESA (South African National
Equestrian Schools Association) league qualifiers, at both primary and high school level.

In May two new national records were set on the R234 track! Congratulations to Jacques Horn (senior) with
98.18 points and 12y old Telika Kruger with 81.86 points (junior SA record).

Riders also enjoyed the different challenge of the Tabla 4 track at the Autumn Tabla Tourney and in SANESA
qualifier 3.

It is winter on the Southern side of the African continent now and MAASA riders are looking forward to the
upcoming Winter Weekend competition in Gauteng, to be hosted in July by Phoenix Horseback Archery.

This event will be held over two days, with Saturday seeing the running of the IHAA Postal matches for
July/August followed by a get together over a braai. Then a moonlight shoot, with classes for mounted
archers and foot archers. They will all get to shoot at some illuminated targets on track in the moonlight!
Sunday brings the Winter Hunt competition, an accredited 2 star IHAA R&R class, and also the first 1500m
hunt track in SA. Mounted archers will get to test their archery and riding skills over the course, which will
include two equitation elements, two long distance shots and an optional jump.

REGIONAL UPDATE

- AUSTRALIA & NZ

Australia has continued its strong patterns of growth for horse archery throughout the first half of the year.

Victoria hosted the 2024 National Championships on the 12th through 14th of April with the largest
gathering of Australian horse archers in our history. Riders from Victoria, ACT, NSW and QLD competed over
three days in the walk, trot and canter divisions. This was also the second Records and Rankings event
hosted in Australia.

AHAA National Champion: Don Woods (QLD) & NS Boadecia
Junior Champion: Amelia Deaman (NSW) & Leroy
Other winners: Natalie Hoskins (NSW) - Trot. Islay Collins (QLD) - Walk. Logan Hughes (NSW) - Junior Walk

Planning is currently under way for the upcoming QLD State Championships to be held in late July.

Membership continues to grow and interest in the sport has seen great improvements, with several
instructors returning to regular introduction clinics and lessons along the east coast of Australia. Horse
archery is also seeing an uptake in public interest with many demonstrations being held at shows and fairs in
recent months.
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In Early June the 2nd stage of the IEA Grand Prix was opened by the } £ §

e Indonesian Minister
for Youth and Sport. 44 competitors took part in 3 events:
Tower 90, Raid 234 and Tabla 4. The highlight of the
competition was Arsa Wening Arrosyad getting an HA9
score on the R234, the only person yet to achieve this feat!
Stage 3 of the IEA Grand Prix will be held in November.

China Indonesia

In mid June China Horseback Archery Centre In April, PERDANA ran a Tower 90 competition
ran the First International Horseback Archery which was attended by 59 competitors from
Masters Tournament in the scenic nature Indonesia and Malaysia.

reserve of Xilinhot in Inner Mongolia. They plan a 2nd stage for this Indonesia

Horseback Archery League in August.

49 Riders from 8 countries competed in 4
events, the Tower 90 and 3 local tracks.

© Bian Khalifah

Chaoluomeng Sultan Shadiq (Indonesia) Umar (Malaysia)
(Inner Mongolia)

Head judge Samsudin MB
and commentator Cheng Ran United Arab Emirates

UAE Representative Mahmoud
Qalyoubi led a team of riders
from Jordan and Qatar to
success in the Grunwald MA
Games in Poland. The riders from
Mamluk Academy Arabia brought
home 4 medals.
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SPOTLIGHT ON

A HUNT TRACK

MAYHEM ON THE MOUNTAIN, MARICOPA, CALIFORNIA

HUNT TRACK DESIGNED BY HEATHER LOMAX Write up by Heather

At our first HBAE tournament of 2024, we unveiled a 1489m long hunt course. We are fortunate to have
over 4km of available paths that wind up, down, over, and through the high desert mountain forest and
spring wildflower meadows. I'd like to take you on a tour of the track...

You enter the course on a right lead circle, then a quick lead change to see the first target behind a
tree, a green 3D mushroom. Stay with your horse as immediately after the mushroom there is an
intersection that you must guide your horse through to the next target. Once you take aim at the little
3D imp on the ground, prepare for the zombies in the forest as you canter uphill. As you wind through
the woods, a 3D silhouette zombie penguin creeps up on a back shot. Followed by another 3D silhouette
zombie penguin for an off side shot. Then gather yourself for a fairly steep uphill incline and side shot
at a 3D zombie, undead Fred.

Crest the steep hill, take a sharp right under the canopy then into the open expanse of a flower laden
meadow, and take aim at a 3D turkey side shot. Turn left, canter down the incline and then bring the
horse to a mandatory walk zone, where a FITA80 target is offering the rider a bonus if they can walk
and hit the target. Beware a penalty if you run through this section... This walk brings you to the
entrance of the straight track. Pick up the canter again and immediately aim for a front shot at a 3D
silhouette orc. The orc is defending the Eye of Sauron, a 122cm diameter longshot target set 30m from
the centre-point of the track. At the end of the straight track you must decide whether to take a last
shot at the Eye or switch your focus to the next target and prepare for a side shot at a tiny 2D dinosaur.

Next aim your horse up the hill, into the second half of the course. Hidden behind a bush, the next 3D
silhouette orc is waiting as a back shot. You navigate the hill and a quick U-turn brings you to a front
shot at a FITA80 target. Canter back downhill, into another lead change, then gather your horse and

head towards the jump option, with an associated FITA80 target, set in the trees.

Bethany Flick and Cash at target 12, the jump

1489 M (SINGLE RUN)

21 TARGETS

4 ADDITIONAL ELEMENTS

4 MIN 53 PAR TIME



SPOTLIGHT ON

A HUNT TRACK

After taking the jump, or the Route B alternative, ride

towards the deer under the canopy for an off side shot
and lead change. Then canter back through the
wildflowers to the top of the steep hill. This time slow your
horse to a walk, then a mandatory stop on the hill and take
a shot with your non-dominant hand at the 3D Zombie.
Gather your wits and arrows as you approach the home
stretch, cantering downhill and weaving back through the
forest. Take a back shot at the zombie Penguin 3D
silhouette target and guide your horse so you have time to
take aim at another small 2D dinosaur in front of you as
you turn and ride up another incline. Up, over and back
down to an open intersection where another series of lead
changes takes place towards a front shot, a pink 3D
mushroom. Keep cantering left with your eyes peeled for
the baby 3D alligator ground shot, hidden behind the sage
brush.

Back on the reins for a technical combination of left lead

to right lead, back to left lead at the intersection. Take

Track = blue (Ist half ) & green (2nd half) advantage of one last longshot opportunity on a sweeping,

Target (shooting location) = red ovals sloping circle. 35m of track to shoot at two Raid targets
set 37m from the track.

Long-shot shooting zone = purple stripes

Long short targets (target location) = purple Ride uphill, for the 2lst target, a

FITA80 target. Be alert as the Heather Lomax
horses would rather go back to
their friends than run through

ovals
Jump = #13

this section of unfenced track.
Finally you pass back through
the timer, finishing the course.
Whew, you're done!

Charlotte Cooper (1lyo) & Stella at the long shot All levels of horse archers participated in this course. It
contained long stretches of unfenced track, short sections

Watch helmet cam
footage by Liz Tinnan

© Vincent Mclean

that were fenced on one side, and some with fencing on
both sides. We had first time competitors from 12 years old
to the seasoned top five USA ranked competitors ride and
complete this course. Newer horse horse archers were
careful to focus on their horsemanship before shooting. A
foundation | was proud to witness, as the shots will come,
if you ride first. After all, without our equine partners it is
just archery. This course exemplified horse rider
communication, equitation challenges, as well as technical
archery shots. Every single rider ended the course huffing
and puffing and with a smile on their face.




SIEM BUDDING

In this issue Siem interviews South African
horsearcher Jacques Horn, who is currently
ranked 5th in the IHAA HBAE World
Rankings.Siem South
horsearcher Jacques Horn, who is currently

ranked 5th in the IHAA HBAE World Rankings.

interviews African

Siem: | am sure that everyone already knows who
you are but to the few people that don't how
would you introduce yourself?

Jacques: | am a 21 year old South African
horseback archer, and have been an avid fan of
the sport since | was first introduced to it when |
was 14 years old. | am currently the top ranked
horse archer in the South African senior division,
and the holder of 6 SA senior records. Off track, |
work full time as a draughtsman, and my spare
time is taken up with training my horses and my
students.

How did you start with horseback archery?

| had been an avid horse rider from a young age,
taking part in SANESA (South African National
Equestrian Schools Association) competitions. |
took part in showjumping and working hunter
classes, and my mother saw an advert for a
mounted archery clinic to be held in our area in
2017. It was the first time | saw horseback
archery ever. She asked if | wanted to give it a
try as it was going to be introduced as a SANESA
discipline, and she thought it might be fun to try.
| attended the clinic and enjoyed it so much that
| was hooked for life! And I've been going ever
since.

(I think my mother has sometimes regretted
showing me the advert - our lives have never
been the same since!)

INTERVIEWS JACQUES HORN
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What part do you like most about horseback
archery?

It is a lot of fun to shoot arrows from horseback
but the part | enjoy the most is the horsemanship,
and the lessons my horse Sylvester has taught me.
The highs and lows during my journey have taught
me so many things about horsemanship from so
many different people, and that makes riding and
horseback archery even more enjoyable.

| (and perhaps many others) have wondered how
you have experienced being a part of the top of
the horseback archery sport while being quite
secluded from the rest of the high level
horseback archers in the world?

It does sometimes feel a bit isolated down here,
but fortunately with technology | can make and
keep contact with all the high level horseback
archers internationally, many of whom have
become good friends (like you!). Also, with IHAA's
World Ranking system, | can still measure my
performance and progress against all the
international archers without having to leave my

country.
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What achievement in horseback archery are you
most proud of?

The achievement | am most proud of would be
winning the 2022 Gauchoux Open. It was the
first time being a part of a competition of that
scale for me. | had travelled mainly for the
training camps from Mihai and Wojtek to learn
and improve my archery skills. | entered for the 4
star competition as well because | had been
wanting to compete in it for years. | had hoped
that | would shoot well enough to be able to
make into the top 10, but never did | think that |
would actually end up winning it! | really enjoyed
learning from that trip, meeting new people and
just having a blast!

What kind of activities do you like to do outside
of horses and archery?

Outside of horses and archery | like to go
offroading with my friends

What is something that you still really wish to
do/achieve?

| still wish to visit and compete in many countries
around the world, but one thing | want to
achieve is to one day break 180 points in Tower
90 and achieve my HA? level.

Who/what is your biggest inspiration in the
sport?

There are many people who have inspired me
and pushed me to reach my goals, but my
parents have been my biggest inspiration as they
have done so much and helped me with so much
to get me to where | am now.

How do you train?

These days | work full time, so | don't train as
much as | used to, but | used to shoot 100 arrows
a day starting from 10m and moving up to 50m.
Some days | would shoot up to 300 arrows a day
and up to 60m distance. My training these days
consists of pure technique training, trying to
improve as far as | can.

Any tips for people starting out/wanting to get
the winning edge?

Social media is a wonderful thing in our world
today. Go watch videos from the world’s best
archers, give different things a try and try to
incorporate it into your own unique style.

There is also a book, “Horseback archery,
Ancient art to modern sport” edited by Claire
Sawyer. It has almost everything you need to
about horseback from the

know archery,

different tracks to equipment, shooting styles

and much more.
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STRAIGHT FROM THE

HORSE'S MOUTH ...

ROGER ITTIG TELLS US ABOUT HIS MULE, RINO

Please tell us about Rino

He was born 2011 in France. His mother is an Arab-Barb
mare, his sire a donkey. He came to Switzerland in 2012,
directly to me. He was very shy at the beginning, we could
not halter him for about two months - in France he had
grown up in the wild. He was gelded at 18 months old. We

. o
have always kept him barefoot. o
§ o
Could you tell us about his training? ' C;
| started to ride him at about 3-4 years old, but | did a lot E ‘ s
of ground work before. I've been in the Parelli program for On their way to a win at the Reiat Trophy.
many years, so | know the importance of doing this before Roger & Rino, Switzerland, May 2024.
riding. '
| ride him only in a rope halter, he has never had a bit in
his mouth.
Do you and Rino do any other disciplines? E’)
| do no other sport than hba, just riding for fun. Rino is still o)
very anxious about new things, but he has successfully e
participated in some horseback archery shows. E
©

What is it about Rino that makes him currently your
preferred mount for hba competitions, rather than other
horses that you have available?

| like to ride him in competitions because he moves very
smooth like a donkey. And the other advantage is that
he is pretty slim, so turning my upper body for archery
seems to be easier. What is more difficult with him is his
strong character. If he has his own opinion it is not so
easy to convince him of my idea. Many people say that
donkeys are stubborn and dumb, but | say they are more
intelligent than horses. In a dangerous situation a
donkey or a mule can decide whether to flee or to stand
still. A horse is always a prey animal, a donkey not. So
life with a mule is never boring, you always have to think
how you can convince him to do what you want.

I've ridden Rino in hba competitions for about two years
now and he is doing really well. | have already won

some competitions with him in Switzerland. | really like
him!
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